Graphemes that can represent different phonemes
Grapheme-to-phoneme correspondences

Examples use British English pronunciation. The relevant grapheme is shown in bold.

Table 1. Single-letter graphemes

These are individual letters that can represent more than one phoneme. Multi-letter spellings such as ea, sh and
a-e can be found in Tables 2 and 3.

Grapheme Different Examples showing different pronunciations
phonemes

a 5 apple - apron - watch - many - village

c 2 cat - city

d 2 dog - soldier

e 4 egg - he - pretty - taken

f 2 fish - of

g 2 go - giant

i 4 it - find - machine - onion

n 2 net - pink

o] 7 hot - son - go - do-women - lemon - one

s 4 sun- (hiss sound) - has- (buzz sound) - sugar- (sh sound) - measure (‘zh’ sound)

t 2 tap - nature

u 6 cup - put - menu - busy - turn - truth

y 4 yes - my - happy - gym

Note: Some correspondences are context- or accent-dependent. For example, nin pink and t in nature are not as
straightforward as c in cat/city. The letter x is not included because it often represents a sequence of two
phonemes (for example, /k/ + /s/ in box), rather than one phoneme.

Table 2. Two-letter graphemes

These two-letter spellings can represent more than one phoneme in different words.

Grapheme Different Examples showing different pronunciations
phonemes

ai 2 rain - said

ay 2 day - quay

ch 3 chip - chef - school

ea 4 sea - bread - great - heart

ei 4 vein - receive - eider - weird

ew 2 drew - sew

ey 2 they - key

ie 3 field - pie - friend

oe 3 toe - shoe - does

00 3 moon - book - blood

ou 7+ out - young - soup - could - soul - four - famous
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ow 3 cow - snow - knowledge
th 2 thin - this

ue 2+ blue - guess

ui 3 fruit - build - guide

wh 2 when - whole

Table 3. Examples of graphemes with three or more letters

English also has longer graphemes that can be pronounced differently in different words. The examples below are
particularly usefulillustrations.

Grapheme Different Examples showing different pronunciations
phonemes

ough 6+ cough - tough - though - through - thought - bough

ear 4 hear - bear - learn - heart

ere 2 here - there

our 3 four - tour - journey

oor 2 door - poor

ure 2 cure - picture

eigh 2 eight - height

A particularly striking example is ough: cough, tough, though, through, thought and bough show several very
different pronunciations of the same spelling.

Important: Pronunciation varies by accent, particularly for spellings such as ear, our, oor and ure. The tables are
intended to demonstrate that the same grapheme can represent different phonemes, rather than to claim that
every listed pronunciation occurs identically in every English accent.
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